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C. Answer these questions briefly -

1.  Annie Miss wanted students to grow their brains and hearts. What she meant by this is that
students should focus not only on gaining academic or bookish knowledge, but also knowledge
and awareness of emotions and feelings which are equally if not more important.

2. According to the narrator, a ‘growing heart’ meant that it wouldn’t necessarily help in passing
exams, getting into college, getting a job, and buying a house, which are all the reasons that
she got into school.

3. Sarojini shared the instance of Mrs Naidu standing up to her parents when they wanted her to
speak English instead of Bengali. Mrs Naidu, who was then the narrator’s age, locked herself in
a room for a whole day because she disagreed with them.

4. Three differences between Sarojini (the narrator) and Mrs Naidu are that when Mrs Naidu
was the same age as the narrator—that is, 12, she wrote a poem of thousands of lines in
English. The narrator could never write so many lines, and not in English. Mrs Naidu also
topped the matriculation exam when she was 12. While the narrator has topped class 5 exams,
she does not think she could top college exams at this age. Mrs Naidu fought for India’s
freedom whereas the narrator says she has not ever fought for anything in life. Mrs Naidu lived
in a huge house with a lot of rooms and maids to do the housework. The narrator’s house has
only one room, and her Amma is a maid who does other people’s housework. Mrs Naidu had a
lot of brothers and sisters and then had a lot of kids. The narrator doesn’t have any brothers and
sisters and doesn’t have kids either, since she’s only twelve.

5. The narrator feels that Mrs Naidu would understand kids like her because when Mrs Naidu
herself was a child, she too had rebelled against her parents by locking herself up in a room
when her parents wanted her to speak only English and not Bengali. The narrator also feels that
perhaps  Mrs Naidu would not mind her asking questions, reading detective stories, and staying
at school late so that she didn’t have to go to Vimala Madam’s house.


